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The usage pattern of "bee™ in Gumma Prefecture Dialect
From the long-term 30 year investigation of usage by the younger age group
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Abstract

This paper observes how the usage pattern of "bee" by the younger age group of Gumma
Prefecture has changed over the last 30 years.

The conclusions are as follows: (1)On "bee" of will and invitation, from 1980 to 1992,
particle-izing in order to simplify connections evolved, while a new form "nbee" spread among

the male group. After 1992, the use of "bee" was decreasing, but particle-ization continued. (2)
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On "bee" of conjecture, from 1980 to 1992, the usage rate of "nbee" was also extended, under the influence
of will and invitation. After 1992, the use of "bee" continued decreasing, but the change of form into
"danbee" in the usage of conjecture and simplified connections with a verb and an adjective has been in
progress. (3)It is the latest trend for the female group to use more "bee™ than the male, who had mainly
used it. This tendency has been caused by both "Accessor-izing" of a dialect and common-language-izing,
which resulted in a dialect boom among the younger women.

Although "bee" is on the decline, it is still used widely and is resisting common-language-izing. The

reason for this is that various changes we observed above have taken place.
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