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Distribution of the Dialectal Variation in Words for Janken used to Divide People
Into Two Groups, in Tsubame City, Niigata Prefecture.
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Abstract
In Tsubame City, Niigata Prefecture, there are various words for the janken games
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used to divide people into two groups. These include “gipa”, “chopa”, “ishihdsa
and “uraomote”. In particular, “uraomote” is considered to be a kind of a new dialect
(Shinhogen), conveyed from Western Japan, and it is interesting to research its
development in Tsubame City. To this end, a survey of the distribution of these
linguistic variations was carried out in Tsubame City. The subjects of this survey
were approximately 650 students, aged between twelve and thirteen, from
junior-high schools and primary schools in Tsubame City.

Based on the survey, distribution maps of these dialectal variations show that
the dominant words differ between the school areas. For example, ”chopa” is used in
Bunsui Junior-High School, “ishihasa” is used in Tsubame Junior-High School and
“uraomote” is used only in Yoshida Junior-High School. Looking at the
questionnaire, some students did not regard “uraomote” as a kind of janken game to

divide people into two groups. This is considered to be one reason why many of the
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students wrote ‘no answer’.

In order to understand how words used primarily amongst children, such as in
janken games, may spread across localities, it is more effective to examine the word
use distribution in respect of each primary school area.
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